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dom, are joint products of these forces. But for the
first of these coveted objects, Imperial rank, great
armies and fleets are indispensable, and it becomes
over more a necessity that the men under arms should
be nearly coextensive with the whole of the males in
the flower of life. It has yet to be seen how far great
armies are consistent with popular government resting
011 a wide suffrage. No two organisations can be
more opposed to one another than an army scienti-
fically disciplined and equipped, and a nation demo-
cratically governed. The great military virtue is
obedience; the great military sin is slackness in
obeying. It is forbidden to decline to carry out
orders, even with the clearest conviction of their in-
expediency. But the chief democratic right is the
right to censure superiors ; public opinion, which
means censure as well as praise, is the motive force
of democratic societies. The maxims of the two
systems flatly contradict one another, and the man
who would loyally obey both finds his moral con-
stitution cut into two halves. It has been found by
recent experience that the more popular the civil
institutions, the harder it is to keep the army from,
meddling with politics. Military insurrections are
made by officers, but not b2fore every soldier has
discovered that the share of power which belongs to
him as a unit in a regiment is more valuable than
his fragment of power as a unit in a constituency.